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Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I now  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  your 
District  during  the  year  1909,  together  with  Tables  of  infectious  Disease  and  Mortality  as 
required  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Acreage  ...  ...  5497. 

Population, 

From  information  received  I estimate  the  population  of  the  District  in  the  middle  of 
1909  at  2,769 — a decrease  of  231. 

Vital  Statistics. 

There  were  91  births  (49  males  and  42  females),  an  increase  of  16  on  the  previous 
year.  This  is  equal  to  a birth  rate  of  32'8  per  1,000  of  population.  This  number  of 
births  has  only  been  equalled  once  in  10  years,  when  in  1905  it  was  also  91. 

Two  of  the  births  were  illegitimate  (1  male,  1 female).  This  is  only  a littte  more 
than  2 per  cent,  of  the  total  births.  Last  year  it  was  5 per  cent. 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  25'6  per  1,000. 

Deaths. 

There  were  47  deaths  registered  during  the  year — 15  males  and  32  females.  Ten  of 
these  deaths  occurred  in  the  Thorne  Hospital.  This  is  three  more  deaths  than  last  year, 
and  equals  a mortality  rate  of  16*9  per  1,000. 

The  natural  increase  of  population  during  the  year,  i.e.  excess  of  births  over  deaths, 
was  44.  This  is  13  more  than  last  year. 

27  per  cent,  of  the  total  mortality  occurred  in  children  under  five  years,  and  29  per 
cent,  occurred  in  persons  of  65  and  upwards.  Five  persons  died  aged  75  to  87. 

Inquests. 

One  was  held  in  March.  The  certificate  of  the  Coroner  was  death  by  drowning 
when  of  unsound  mind. 


Infantile  Mortality. 

The  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  were  12,  compared  with  4 last  year.  This  is 
equal  to  a rate  of  131  per  1,000  births,  the  average  rate  for  the  last  10  years  being  127 
per  1,000  births. 

This  infantile  mortality  compares  unfavourably  with  last  year,  when  there  were  only 
four  deaths  under  one  year.  But  of  these  12  deaths  nearly  half  occurred  in  children  pre- 
maturely born — only  living  a fevr  days.  One  child  died  aged  11  months  from  pneumonia, 
and  one  died  aged  one  month  from  congenital  mal-foi inatioii  of  heait. 


Zymotic  Mortality* 

Only  one  death  occurred  under  this  head,  viz. : Diphtheria.  This  compares  favour- 
ably with  last  year  when  there  were  four  deaths.  This  gives  a Zymotic  mortality  of  0'3 
per  1,000  of  population,  as  compared  with  1%3  per  1,000  last  year. 

Phthisis* 

Consumption  of  the  lungs  caused  the  deaths  of  4 persons,  which  is  epual  to  a rate  of 
1‘4  per  1,000  of  population. 

On  death  or  removal,  the  room  occupied  by  patient  is  disinfected. 

Notification  of  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  is  not  adopted  in  this  District,  but 
the  Notification  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  occurring  among  paupers  became  compulsory 
on  January  1st,  of  this  year. 

Under  the  Public  Health  fFuberculosis)  Regulation,  1908,  one  person  was  notified 
during  1909  as  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia* 

Six  deaths  are  due  to  tliese,  compared  with  8 in  the  previous  year.  This  is  equal  to  - 
a death  rate  of  2’ I per  1,000. 

Heart  Disease 

Accounted  for  10  deaths,  as  compared  with  12  last  year 

Cancer 

Caused  the  death  of  4 persons,  same  numher  as  last  year.  fi'lie  ages  ranged  fiom 
G4  to  74  years. 

Enteric  Fever* 

Not  a single  case  occurred  during  1909.  In  1908  there  were  two  notifications,  with 
one  death. 

Scarlet  Fever* 

There  were  20  Notifications  of  this  disease,  but  not  one  ended  fatally,  all  being  very 
mild.  I believe  many  cases  were  undetected,  and  allowed  to  mix  with  other  children. 

There  is  a ^jreat  reluctatice  among  people  to  inform  a Medical  Man  if  the  case  is  a 
mild  one  from  fear  of  the  timible  fumigating  their  cottages,  &c.  will  give.  In  some  cas|t 
I blame  the  milk  supply.  Infection  is  given  off  in  the  breath,  and  from  the  skin  of  tjB| 
patient  during  the  whole  period  of  illness,  but  the  acute  stage  of  the  fever — when  t^H 
sore-tlooat  and  rash  ate  most  hiohly  developed  — is  probably  the  most  infectious,  and  not* 
the  desquamative  stage  as  generally  supposed. 

Piecautions  were  taken  to  disinfect  all  the  cottages  and  clothing  by  Formalin. 

Water  Supply 

Is  principally  from  wells,  but  this  is  chiefly  used  for  cleansing  purposes. 

A great  many  persons  use  rain  water  for  drinking  and  cooking  purposes.  There  are 
also  a few  Aitesian  wells  in  use. 

Sewerage* 

I learn  fi'om  your  Inspector  thfit  privy  and  ashpit  manures  aie  carted  on  to  the  land. 

There  have  been  two  new  ashpits  and  closets  covered  in. 

82  yards  of  9in.  piping,  23  yards  of  Gin.  piping,  and  26  yards  of  new  drainage  liave 
been  laid. 

Ten  cottages  were  fumigated  and  thoroughly  disinfected. 


Infectious  Diseases  (Notification  Act,  1889). 

Twenty-four  notifications  were  received  during  the  year  (this  compares  unfavourable 
with  last } ear  win  n there  were  six),  viz. : Scarlet  Fever  20,  Erysipelas  1,  Diphtheria  3. 

3 he  cases  were  distributed  throughout  the  year  as  follows  : 


Scarlet  Fever 

Erysipelas 

Diphtheria 

July. 

4 

1 

1 

Aug. 

2 

Sept. 

o 

O 

Oct. 

7 

Dec. 

4 

2 

Deaths. 

0 

0 

1 

Totals 

G 

2 

3 

7 

6 

1 

The  Slaughter  Houses  and  Lodging  Houses 

Have  been  periodically  inspected,  and  found  in  a clean  condition. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901* 

'Fhere  are  9 woikshops  and  11  work-places.  As  regards  clean! ines-^,  ventihition  and 
provision  for  sanitary  convenience,  they  are  in  a good  condition,  and  no  delects  found. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant. 


ARCHd.  a.  HAMILTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Inspector's  Annual  Report,  1909* 

Privy  and  Ashpit  Manure  carted  on  the  land. 

Seven  Slaughter  Houses  limewashed  twice. 

Two  Lodging  Houses  lime-washed  twice. 

New  Ashpits  and  Closets  covered  in,  2. 

Council  Drains  put  down,  82  yards  of  9in.  piping  and  23  yards  of  Gin  piping. 
Council  Gullies  put  down,  5 
Private  Gullies  put  down,  2. 

New  Diainage  put  down,  26  yards. 

Cottages  fumigated,  10. 

New  Privies  and  Ashpits  built,  2. 

The  usual  amount  of  nuisances  abated  during  the  year. 

I he  usual  verbal  notices  have  been  given. 


